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***x* Excerpt from For Lack of Gold: A Novel Every thing was to be sold-stock and plenishing, crop, cattle, implements, and household gear. Even
with all, it was feared there would not be enough realized to satisfy the creditors. Intimation of the sale had been posted on the gate of the parish
kirk for a fortnight previous; and for two Sabbath afternoons it had formed the staple of conversation for the folks of the village, and of the farms
and cottar houses for ten miles round. There were peculiar circumstances associated with the event, and it was canvassed by all classes with as
much interest as they displayed in debating the soundness of the doctrine enunciated by the new minister in his latest sermon. Discussions as to the
result of the harvest, which was just over the question of the price of barley and of the prospects of the green crop, were interspersed with
comments, ejaculations, and surmises regarding the forthcoming sale. On the morning of the appointed day, Benjie Geddes, the old shoe-maker
and bellman, made a tour of the village, with the slow steps of one conscious of responsibility. His bell kept time to his deliberate motions, and at
intervals he paused, while in a cracked voice he made this proclamation: Take no-tice, there will be sauld, this day, by pub-lic roup, at Drumslieve,
the stock, and the crop, and the plenishing, and the house effecks, as specifeed twa or three weeks syne. The roup to begin at ten o the clock and
suner if the folk gather. Oh aye, oh aye. Three emphatic clangs of the bell closed the announcement; and Benjie, with his pale...
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