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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***x* Despite some progress over the past few decades against racial inequalities and race relations, American society continues to produce racial
attitudes and institutional discrimination that reinforce the racial divide. Activists and scholars have long argued over the best way to end racial
division and solutions tend to fall into two main categories: those who argue that whites bear more responsibility for ending racial inequality
through reparations and affirmative action, and those who argue that the responsibility ultimately resides with non-whites who support
colorblindness and conformity to mainstream values and culture. To show why these solutions won t work, Emerson and Yancey first offer a
historical overview of racism in American society. They document the move from white supremacy to institutional racism, and then briefly look at
modern efforts to overcome the racialized nature of our society. The authors argue that both progressive and conservative approaches have failed,
as they continually fall victim to forces of ethnocentrism and group interest. Through ethnocentrism, it is unlikely that whites or people of color are
willing to consider the needs and concerns of other racial groups. This leads to actions shaped by a desire to promote group interests whereby
majority group members promote philosophies that support a racial status quo that works to their advantage, while minority groups encourage
any proactive remedy for racial justice. And both groups pursue these interests regardless of the outcome for others, making it impossible to find
solutions that work for everyone. Emerson and Yancey then move on to explore group interest in more depth and possible ways to account for the
perspectives of both majority and minority group members. They look to multiracial congregations, multiracial families, the military,...
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