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cinema etiquettes. Till now, research mainly investigated active audience participation as part of the so-called Rocky Horror cult but it was hardly
ever studied as a phenomenon of its own taking into account theories about reception process, emotion theory and tension, a gap which this paper
tries to fill. After all, active audience participation is not limited to The Rocky Horror Picture Show but can also be found in a few other films and this
research can therefore also give implications for the perception and reception of films like The Room (2003) or Hedwig (2001) which screenings also
involve active audience participation. The goal of this research is therefore to historically, theoretically, analytically and empirically explore and
categorize the phenomenon of active audience participation in the case of The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Specifically, it will test the hypothesis
that especially for fans the screenings become a form of an event where the film itself is of secondary importance and show...
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