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Persistent Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Grant Maxwell
examines the recorded music of popular culture with the same subtlety and care as he brings to the literary and philosophical texts of high culture.
He seeks not just breadth of knowledge but coherence of insight; not just accumulation of knowledge but depth of understanding. Richard Tarnas,
author of The Passion of the Western Mind Grant is a very distinguished cat. James Howard Kunstler, author of The Geography of Nowhere The first
three chapters, about each title character and their particular artistic genesis, are good cultural history and excellent pop music analysis (his
explication of Dylan s rejection of modernity is one of the better summations available of this complicated figure). . . . The accounts provide fresh,
rewarding perspectives on historical moments that have been theorized to death, if not outright mythologized, and Maxwell s historical blow-by-
blow does great service as a patient, careful examination of each watershed. . . . Grasping at any threads that might bind high culture with low . . .
this very polar tension generates the ultimately subtle magnetism of Maxwell s book. Thomas Conner, H-Net Reviews How Does It Feel? traces the
significance of rock and roll through the early careers of Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and Bob Dylan, drawing on some of the most profound
philosophical ideas of the last few centuries. Through the artists own words and intimate accounts, this study suggests that archaic modes of
thought, including those associated with mysticism, alchemy, shamanism, and ecstatic spiritual practice, and even with often trivialized phenomena
described by words like magic, destiny, and prophecy, are vitally important for understanding how these musicians were able to catalyze the
inception of an epochal revolution in...
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