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Forts on the Bar Hill, Dumbartonshire Such a discovery on the very first morning was a piece of rare good fortune, and it was followed up without
delay. In the face of consider able difiiculties, the well (which had plainly been filled up of set purpose) was entirely cleared out. The upper stratum
was disappoint. Ing. It consisted wholly of building material - pieces of freestone of various sizes, sometimes dressed, but generally quite rough-piled
in hopeless confusion. At a depth of 12 feet there came to light the capital of a column, the precursor of much that was interesting. On November
22nd the workmen were 17 feet down, and had recovered five capitals and bases of pillars, 15 linear feet of round columns, and one fragment of an
inscribed tablet. At this juncture it became necessary to erect overhead gear. In view of the great weight of the stones and the consequent danger of
serious accident, it was deemed advisable to employ two winches, one to let down and pull up the man who attached the tackle for haulage, the
other to bring to the surface the columns, bases, and capitals that now formed an almost solid mass, the larger pieces usually jammed hard against
the stone cradling of the well. With a total diameter of not more than 4 feet, the space con ditions were extremely trying. The water also proved very
troublesome, rising with steadily increasing rapidity. To keep it under, a running gear with two buckets had to be constantly in motion. All obstacles
were, however, overcome; and the deeper the workmen descended, the keener grew the interest. On November 24th a second and third...
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